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Stranger problems are not found in tha history
.f aoy uation than appear in the history of the

Uuited Statea Irom 1856 to 18i".'_>. How did it

tome to pats tl at neatly half the territory within

lha States was held hy n hostile force hefore tho

Nation had even lifted a Auger to u.alntain it* au¬

thority T Tha Nation was not weall. Within

eighty days from May 4, 1861, it raised and

armed over 200,000 lighting men. A tenth ot tbat

force, raised io time and rightly used, would have

made ths Rebellion impossible. Almost nov

Weaker nation would have stamped out the very

beginning of insurrection. Yet Abraham Lincoln
bad at hand for the defence of Washington only
600 men when he took the oath of office. He had

reached that city byahurriedandsecrettripthrough
Baltimore, where a Massachusetts regiment bad to

fight its way a month latei, in order to reach tbe

capital. Comtnissiorars from States in rebellion
insulted him before he-bad fairly grasped the

reins, and he saw a National fort bombarded and

captured without power to aid. Hy what launder¬

ing or treachery conld tba Government of a great
uation havo beeu so paralyzed T

The collapse ot the Democratic party waa

hardly less strange than the genesis of the Rebel¬
lion. A great and powerful party, which had ruled
the country for forty years excepting two short

intervale, had destroyed tho National Hank, out¬

lived the disasters of 1*37, conquered Mexico and

added Texas, Nen-Mexico and California to the

territory of tbe Umted States.an area anout five

Hmas that of France.and had elected a President

in 183*8 oy a plurality of 500,000 votes, the largest
nrer given at that time to any candidate, was

.nevertheless utterly broken np and mined m fonr

years. By what Munder of leadership could such

. wreck have been brought about T

Thane questions invest tbs Presidential term of

Jamel Buchanan with a mysterious and profound
Interest. Disasters d'.d not come upon the country

nf which hs was the Chief Executive, or upon the

party of which he was the official head, because of

nny inexperience or mdiflerence on his part. He

wa« tho most experienced statesman ever elected to

the Presidency. His public life bad btgna in

1814, and in forty-two yeirs' of almost

uninterrupted service he had discharged with

credit unties in the Legislature, In the lower

house of Congress, in the Senate, as Secre¬

tary of State, Miuister to Russia aud Minieier to

England. Ha had been trained by political lite to

caution, by diplomacy to tact, and by many years

of debate to a knowledge of public affairs and inter¬

ests. Not even hla worst enemy wonld bave denied

that Mr. Buchanan was sincerely and profoundly
anxious for tbe peace aud prosperity of the country
and tbe success of hie party. And yet it was in

tba nanda of this experienced statesman that the

Government became completely paralyzed by a

gigantic Rebellion. It was under his experienced
nnd previously successful leadership thai his party
was wrecked. These strange facts must ever give
a peculiar interest to the study of the life and char¬

acter of James Buchanan.
For this studv Mr. George Ticknor Curtie has

enjoyed extraordinary oppoitunitios. To him was

intrusted, hy tha executors under the wilt of Mr.

Buchanan, inch a mass of letters a-jd documents,

files, diaries and memoranda, as perhaps was niver

collected to shod light on the story of any other

mau. For Mr. Buchanan himself, lt seeing, had

been an indefatigable autobiographer. Ui had

. remaikable fondness for writing letters, and a

passion for preserving what he hud written. Ut
had preserved a vast correspondence, public and

private, social and domestic; he had cultivated
the bablt of recording conversations aud events in

memoranda, made while bis memory waa fresh ; ho

bad collected and saved documents and papers by
the cart-load; be had prepared a biography of bis

early life; and after his Presidential term expired
be devoted live years of lcisuro to the collection of

evidence in defence of his course. With this re¬

markable collection of material Mr. Curtis also had
.valuable personal resources; long acquaintance
with public men amt events, scboluily attainments,
training not only as a lawyer and writer, but, in

his preparation of tbe Life of Webster, a* a biog¬

rapher, and a certain representative posit;on with

ali friends of Mr. Buchanan, baring been selected

to csmplete the biograpoy for which the ex-Prosi-
deut bad gathered inch a store of materials. Tbe
two solid volume- of over 1,300 pages, which have

now been published bj Harper & Brother-*1, bear

witness not only to the Industry of the author and

tbe great zeal with which ha has pei formed his

tass, but to his ke*?u appreciation ot the relative

raine of materials at his command. Tbey show a

trained reasoning power applied with nindi tatt to

the dc retailing ol evidence, and a very warra and

high appreciation of the character and life that he

was called upon to portray. Tho work will doubt¬
less give great satisfaction to tho friends of Mr.

Buchanan, and it is undeniably a valuable contri¬

bution to tho material available for the history of

the country.
Tne view given of Mr. But hanan's home life aod

private character ls extremely interesting. We

forget tne "Old Public Functionary'' an I all liifi

¦hortcouuugs as we read bis affectionate letters,

observ. lils teieler ami wise guidance ol his niece

note bis generosity to friends and relative**, ami

eoe frequent proofs of Ins rigid int,utily and

high seuse of ho nor in business allairs. There

was much to admire in the man. under the

crust of official habits nod political chicanery;
much toarouie a genuine sympathy in tho long
and lonely life ever shadowed by tbe memory nf

one loved and lout in youth, lt was to escape the
.utioi in- ot a liereavemant to winch he hardly evei

referred, and tlie saltness of a life without wife oi

chili, that Mr. Bucbatian gave bimself -o unreoerv

edly to political contests, and his private letters,
which ats olten charming in feeling aud exprcs-

eion. show that he would have been a very different

mau hud the affections beeu satisfied hy a happy
homo lite. His bearing to all, even to his antago¬
nists, wae polished aud com t cou*-.: possibly, to this

ngo, Its tone way seem a shade insincere, as of one

never .[uite enough in earnest to be hint by antag-
onIsm iu belief or purpose, lt does not clearly ap¬
pear how Mr. Buchanan accumulated tbe consider¬
able lottone which be hail beloie the collapse ol

¦potten Stale bouda in 1861. A curious stile
incut given by Mr. Curtis shows that his Income ni

a lawyer, from IS 13 to 1829 inclusive, never ex

caeded $7,.»1.">, the amount of his cash receipts ii
1H18. and drooped efl to $2,008 in 1928, avenigitu
about $4,000 n year dunn? fifteen years of aclivi

l-raeti.e. His political lift- could hardly have been

a iou ree of much gain, but his Sariage seem to bari
been judiciously Invested. His indefatigable atten¬

tion to public business, aud hie scrupulous refusal
to permit purchases to bo made from public fund!
ereu torfumlehtng tbeWhitoRonee, Illustrate cred¬
itable traits of his character which Mr. Curtie bnngi
out clearly.
In the portav al of Mr. Buchanan's public life

however, Mr. Curtis has beeu unequal. There
ie enough and to spare about the opmiona of tbe
ex-President on constitutional questions and or

slavery, bot little to fhow Hie part taken by bin
during more than forty years of.active life in re

gard.to tho tai ill and other economic questions, li
is to be regretted that the real of tbe sntbor ile
voted alwut .100 pages to the period Hucueedmi
Mr Buchanan's election to tho Preiidoncy, of wbtel
public information is already very foll because thi
apace devoted to earlier period* of wMoh much lea
ll known is thereby curtailed. It would have beei
peculiarly instructive had we been enabled to trao
in Mr. Buchanan's own letters and memoranda tin
Siowth of opinion In Pennsylvania on th.
tarifl question, and the progress of the strog
gio between partiei in tbe Senate and Boan
on this and otosr topics. Where tbe author hat no

preferred condensation to public enlightenment, hi
baa given exceedingly intonating glimpses of bli
etory. The political struggles from 1820 to 1840
the personal characteristice of many actors theron
wbo hare been mere outlines or ghosts of man te
tha students of later times, the fierce coutroverej
.bout tbe National Bank %nd ita eflecte upon thi

public prosperity, ibo Mexican war, ita causes and
the relation of leading men to lt, the California *ct-

tlemeut. and the Ore on and Clayton-Bnlwer
treaties, are all brought into clearer light by the

letters and papers published.
Mr. Curtis seems to have a peculiar fondness for

Mr. Buchanan's arguments ou constitutional ques¬
tions. These were often acnte, but always narrow,

ai was natural in one whine extreme notione of

strict c*instruct(on tended to cramp the mimi. One

of thr strongest of them, which was warmly praised
by Mr. Webster, might be read with adv an tag© by-
Mr. Randall ami his associates. The payment of
certain ollicials was resisted ; Mr. Buelianau argued
very foiclbly that, inasmuch as they indisputably
were legally appointed officials, Congiess wae under
a moral oblinaiiou to appropriate the money for

their salaries. The account given of Mr. Buchan¬
an's diplomatic career shows tho zeal of tbe biog¬
rapher rather than the services of the diplomat;
in negotiating the treaty with Russia .Mr. Buchanan
had success well-nigh assured ni the outs, t by the

strong desire of Count N'esselro.lo to thwart British
influence, and his eilorts to n* gotiate with Lord
Clarendon were wholly unsuccessful. But his court¬

ly and agreeable manners clearly helped ti promote
friendship between tho IVted States and tha

nations to which ho was accreditrd, and even hil

laughable embarrassment about his official 3ttire

and bis appearance in ths Queen's drawing-room
¦ in the simple dress of an Ameiicau citizen" with
a dress svord to distinguish him from the wailers,
were not without some etleet.
Janies Buchanan, a tall, finely formed, studious

and bright young man, was elected to the Legisla¬
ture in 1-^14. being then twenty-three yean of age,

as a Federalist. But bis first public address was in

advocacy of a zealous prosecution of the war with
Great Britain, which tho Federalist! strongly dis¬

approved. He helped to raise troops, and to vote

money for the defeneeof tbe c**nntry, was re-elected
in 1815, distinguished himself in the defence of a

Judge who had teen impeached, and was elected
to Cougress in ls20. it does not appear that he

.tarted with any clearly defined political princi¬
ples, lt was his mufortune that ho gained his

early political training in a time wheu men »ere

divided by personal ambitions and likings rather
than by convictions. To one who is not familiar
with tho history of that time or who haa known of
it only as lt appears throngh the softening mist of a

reverent hero-worship, it is a ead disillusionment to

read how completely small personalities and private
greed aud ambition then controlled tho life of
most public meu. Leaders seemed to have no loftier
aim than to lead mccessfully to tbe spoils. Follow-
©rs had no other ideal of duty than to be effective
Adams meu or Jackson men or Clay meu. 1'iinci-

ples were the mere toola with which to carve ont

honor or ellice. Mr. Buchanan did not rise far

above bis eai ly training. Not clear at tiie outset
as to his party affiliations, he reaiaine.l so far un¬

decided in 1824 that his impartial liking for Gen¬
eral Jackson and Mr. Clay, and a conversation in
which that liking was expresssd, lsd to tbe charge
that he had songht, to effect a coi nipt bargain be¬

tween the two. Thoagb this charge was male by
General Jackson himself, apparently under misap¬

prehension, Mr. Buchanan remained on* of Ins

mostzealcns supporters, and finally entered into
the Bauk controversy with great zeal. Bnt he
showed quite a faculty of being partly on both
sides, particularly on the tariff question, and, like
many men of that time, held instructions from con¬

stituents so far binding that bc was ready to obey
them without regard to his owu convictions. He
was not a reformer. One of bis eaily efforts was a

strong speech in wh!eh bo employed all his poners
of ridicule to defeat a bill to prevent interference
iu elections by FeUeial officers. The troth is that
Mr. Buchanan, at this stace of hiB career, mani¬
fested little conception of polities except as a raeaua

of getting office. His biographer shewors on him
uiost plentiful eulogiuuis, l>ut at tiinei betravi* a

conception of political duty not murli moro exulted
tbau that of Mr. Buchanan himself. Thus he lavs

(vol. 1, p. 71) that the Jaeksou men could not have

beartily favored a resolution to abolish superfluous
offices and cut down excessive salaries, becau-o,
being morally certain roon lo come into power, they
"could have had no motive for sbarkling them
selves witb a legi-luMve measure reducing the
number of ofleea ot the sa hi ies of the officers." As
late as l>*5(i, after his election as President, Mr.
P..(hanan wrote: " They sar, ami tbat, too, with
cr nsidt-rable force, that if the officers under a pre¬
ceding democratic administiutn n shall be roc-

tinned by a succeeding iK.iiii.-ii-.Jration of thr Kimo

political character, this must necessarily destroy Hie
party. This, per ha;"*, ought not to he so, but we

cannot chango human nature." Assuredly this
private letter does not give ns exalted concept iona of
Mr. Bal hanan or his party. Vet from Mr. Curtis's
oft-repeated phrases one would suppose that Mr.
I'm hanan fulfilled in ail rer-peets his ideal of ex¬

alted itattamnahin
In fact, etats*-nianship in the true sense was not

possessed by Mr. Buchanan. Ile was at times a

strong debater, at times an adroit party inarager,
at times an ambitious aspirant for office, but a

state-mau never. There was no wise prescience tn
the ex-President; none of lhat power winch fore¬
sees the oak from Hie acorn. His pregnant moun¬

tains often brought forih nrce, and lu* mice my on-

talus. " Negro sullrage and negro government," be
predicts in a letter written in 1867, " will neatly
destroy the production of tlie articlea which have
ren-lered both tbo Southern Suies and New Kng-
land m> prosperous," but we all know thal the ileld
of cotton li .¦ been larger since tha abolition ol
slavery than lt ever was before. After the Demo,
cralic purty had split into warring fragments, and
hardly nine months before the OatOMnkof the Civil
War, Mr. Bnchanan said in a speech at tbo White
House, July 9.18601 "The present issue is tran¬
sitory, and will speedily pass away, lu the naturo
of things it cannot eontinne. Theie is but ono
port-lb!-, i-oiii'm'tincy thal caa oaaammmaimmXJmutm.
Should the tune ever arrive when Northern uci-
tatton and fanaticism shall proceed so far as to
render tho domestic (bendee of *>]ie .South iniecure,

then, and inn till then, will the I'niou be in
danger." Surely n<> mun called a statesman eyer

mo.-e blindly misunderstood tbe events with which
he had to deal. To the end he roneoned tbat the.o
" conld be no bleeding Kansas in the Territoii. s." il
slavery should be admitted into them all .nntil tbe
organization of States, and yet il was exactly thu
condition which had caused the fierco contest in
Kansas, and it was plain that the tame n-

dit.on mint necessarily cause frightinl stiug*.'les in
otber Territories. In the application ot constitu¬
tional principles to questions ot puhlic policy. Mr.
Buchanan was not clear nor strong. He conceived
that he and everybody else weie bound to act in
accordance with a mere Obiter dictum of tbe
Supreme Court, continually rcpcutiiiii thal the
Court had "decided" that slaves .csu ld be taken
and heid in ail the Territories, although the ablest
jurists of His own party maintained, as Mr. Curtis
now does, that the Couit dui not properly decide
that question at all. Moreover, had it done so,
that decision would havo had no .binding force as

to the political action of anybody. But this error,
strange and grave as it was, Mr. Buchanan made
the vt»i/ ironer stone of hi* l-.xccuUvc course sad
bis political policy.
Such was the President, stripped of the gluuionr

thrown over him, who waa called upon to steer tlie
ahip of ..tate through tbe breakers iu 1857-1861.
ile wae amere politician, not very sagacious nor

very strong, too old to develop a decision of char¬
acter*!!* devotion to priuciple which even in younger
days ho bad lacked.ibut prone to a certain obstinacy
In his prejudices and his constitutional notions.
His career had been somewhat disappointing.
Proposed for tha Vice-Preiideucy aa early as 1831,
be had gained aome distinction by his service lu
Russia, and still more as a leader of the Jackson
patty in the Senate. Bnt the anti-Bank raovement-
which promised to be so popular, had been fol¬
lowed by great financial disasters. The Democratic
party was overwhelmed by them in 1840, nnd
when four j'oars more brought it victoiy, Mr.
Buchanan's continued service secured him only 29
votes for tuo Presidency, and Mr. Folk, n mau of
much less note, was peferred. As Secretary of State
during the war wltb Mexico, Mr. Buchanan might
naturally have expected that the glory of acqui-

I aitionol territory wonld have made bis advance-

ment eaay. But hts party had enacted the tariff o*
1S40, contrary to all ttl pledges to Pennsylvai.:¦_,
and thia inanred its defeat Mr. Buchanan's
positiou as a Pennsylvanian, and yet as a member
of the Administration that had brought forward
the tarli of 1644 we .ta.th. Unreceived only
M votes iu Convention and his party was beaten

by Taylor. A third tune he was a candidate in

1852; and received 103 votes, but after forty-eiicht
ballots saw Mr. Pierce nominated.
Hire we touch the secret of Mr. Buchanan's

political history, lt became a necessity for him to

devote himself to i"BH' new issue, by means of

which the tariff qucslion cou.*! be pushed a**i<lt\
and bis position as a leader of his party could be

restored. Ho could not go nure.-ervrdly with tho

majority ol his party on the tariff without oesttoy-

ing himself in his own State. Mr. Bm hanan there¬

upon became conspicuous asa pro-slavery I'r.ion-

nver. Prom his early days, he had leined strongly
to the Sonthorn side. One of hie roost elaborate

speeches was delivered in 1836. in behalf of a bill
to prohibit the sending of "incendiary publica¬
tions" tlirom.ii the mails, aud any " pamphlet,
newspaper, handbill, or other printed or pictorial
representation tonching the subject of slavery," the
circulation of which any State. Territory or District
had seen fit to prohibit, was moladed as an incen¬

diary publication. He had gone with the South in

regard to Texas annexation and tho Mexican war.
Ile had heea promnrmt in his own Stale in defeat¬
ing the Wibcot proviso, and from that defeat

sprang the Compromise merisnres of 1880. and the

re|ieal of the Missouri Ccrnpromiie, and tho troubles
in Kansas. Opposition to Abolitionism, and Union-
saving by concessions to the Sonth, came natnrally
to him. It was easy for him to feel, as Mr. Curtis
.sys, that the anti-slavery agitation was ¦ an ex¬

ternal Did unjustifiable intermeddling with a

matter that did not concern those who Intermed¬
dled." It becsnio easy tor him to make in the Oa-
tend manifesto a strong and successful bid for
Southern favor. Therein lt was seriously declared
that, if Spain should refuse to sell Cubs, it might
be th** righi and duty of the United Staten to wrest

the island from her, as a meaus <>f defending the in¬
stitution of slavery.
All this would have done llttlo harm, if Mr.

Buchanan, in his anxiety to seeura an elidion to
thu Piesidencv, had not taught that a dissolution of
tlie I'nioii would follow and be justified by the.
election nf n Republican. It is es**'*ntlal to an un

dei standing of his mbM itient conduct that his
.anglings in 1 R.*5«J on this subject ihonld be remem¬

bered. lu ona letter, lor example, lie says that all
other questions ars of little importance " compar d
with the graud and appalling issue of Union or dis¬
union,'' and that, should Fremont lie elected, anil
"the outlawry proclaimed by the Hepiihlican Con¬
vention at, l'hiladelphla against tiftieu Soiitnern
States" bo ratiCed, "the consequence will be
imtiiinifitr nnd ineiitablo." Thc "outlawry " con¬

sisted in the nomination of candidi'tes on a platform
proposing th** non -extension of sla.ery. In an

other letter he says of -.gm.* persons, * They are all
for Fremont, and a dissolution of tho Union." In
another he asserts that lie is in daily receipt of let¬
ters from the South which " say explicitly that the
election of Fremont involves the dissolution of tbe
Union, ami that imin.li_.tely. . . . These evi¬
dences of public deteiniinstion came first from ths
extrema Sotito, hut now the sams eulin and in*
termmerl spirit appears to pervade Virginia." This,
heit remembered, from a candidate for ths Presi¬
dency whose dnty it wonld be. If elected, to uphold
the laws against disnnion in every form. This,
moreover, not alter thal ired Scott de< ision which
he subse'iiieutly made a pretext for much acensa-

tion against the Northeru people, but months be¬
fore it was rendered. Is lt conceivable that any

ratiinal public man could bave been ignorant that
he was doing much to bring about rebellion by
such languageT
Mr. Buchanan went further. He lad the flame of

sectionalism at the Sooth by hil inuugur.il addit-es-
in wti:ch, as if aware of the aoheaaooof the pro-
slavery propaganda's, ho clearly anti- ipated the
Ilred Booti (lec*-.ion. Wholly disregarding the mcu-
cuniulated proof that the L«c.impimi party had
camed the so-called election in Kansas only by the
most shameless frauds, he urged the admission of
tl;.. Stale under the Li compton Oonatttltion. His
eun chosen (Si)veniors ami agents became disgusted
at tba maeooroo need lo sii latdo tbe will of Um
people, bat bfl refusal to hear their protests, lie
i. "lin lal influence, argiriient and patronage, and
permitted tbe OOO of money il.-rived trom various

job*., iii order to defeaf thf wili of ;Ue majun! v. lt
is natural that haviug Joined those who tough* Mr.
Hung!u lo tlie ilentli. Mr. Bnebanan should have
sought at a later |.er.o to Ihri.v the blame foi all
doubles iu tlie party and tba country 11,1011
those who repealed the Missouri Compromise, and
yet willi singular lack of reason, he ignored the fact
thal his own interpretation of Um Died Scott deni-
sion would have made tba Mi-souri Cotpwi-H
uni! end von!. Had Mr. Bnebanan honestly put dowu
violence and iraud iu Kansas, or I, el he r*.»,iiiit«ly
enubed the first beginnings of rebellion at the
Booth, he might n >t ha vi averted all
disaster, for Ihe irrepr.s.ible coull,ct Iud
come ut hut. But he woul.l havo kspt his own rep-
utaitop from alain, deterred tba Dana *>f itatee
lunn, and Hived millions m tna-iiro and many

live-, lor hi- conni i f.
The main object "1 Mr. Cutta has been to defend

the ooaree oi Mi. Bm banu daring the four montba
wbich followed tbe eiecUoQ of Mr. Lincoln, la Ins
preface in* malata tbnl great Ininatiee has been done
Mr. Buchanan aa to Um eventa o( that, trying tine.
iuiii about _!:10 pages are devoted tn them. Evi-
dentlv, Mi*. < urtis li inn.-! I would .* >ii-i.|.*i bia work
n Ulara if it ibonld Del Influence public opinion us

part af Mr. Booh . Miser. Bal iro ean-
not j)'io ive that it warrants any en-ten Mal molili-
cat ion of opi mons hitherto en t.-rt a! neil by Intelligent
and loyal men. tJndonbtodlj tbe array of facts
Will help to clear away sumo inisiiuilerstaudings.
I.«-,)«.( lill si M_M la 1.-11,1 on the al ,,.<_..,I tr-tn-.v ii ot

anns to Southern SlSOOala hy Se n-arv Floyd, Bul
most of thc space given to this topic is ~Mtcd. The
¦tory told by The MtAHU Attn r liner dur¬

ing the war, and embalmed as hiitory
hy Mr. rollin .1, was long a^'i ilis-

pr* veil hy the Investigations of a Coiigro-sii-ual
committee, ami lt is knowu to intelligent persons
that Mr. Floyd aeonied not many weapons of food
11 un lily for tba Confederate sciv.ee. in spite of the
inui,ilestalioiis ol rebel gratitude there is not much
room to doubt ih.tt tho misiippfhrin.iosi oin e prev¬
alent was manly due to a blonder by i hat prince
of blunderers. General Booti, ills controversy with
Mr. Buchanan is iul.enr-.f-d by Mr. Curtin at ludi¬
crous length, but it allecls ni BOSSntlal point iu the

btatory ol tba period. Floyd'a eoadaet. bo lt sioie
or lens (* ri in ii il. .loei not uti >-ssai liv involve cen¬

sure of Mr. Bnehaasn. Un may not bave been to
binnie, tbOOgb he was decelrsd by bis Secretary.
Mr. Lincoln hiuise.if loBered more than once in a

hliiiilar wag. In that dark time, when uo one knew
who OSefriend M'tat, ll is rolateil by Mr. Boynton
Uml i'res.dent Lincoln signed an order to place m
the very post whereell naval plans and movomsnts
woubi lei-onie known io him moot speedily tbat
haine Captain Barton who had been s.-at to Pensa¬
cola hy Mr. Tooee/ and had prevented the
lauding of troops to hold For!. l'ickens.
It is not charged by any one that Mr.
Buchanan Intentionally betrayed bis country, or

avu.s knowingly Mod by its foss. But the elabora'o
defence by Mr. ''urtis, in all essentials, is precisely
that which Mr. Buchanan bimself in ide public in

1MB. The world has judged it and Mr. Curtis will
hardly lucctedln modifying that Judgment iu the
least.
The eisence of thia defence is that Mr. Biicha:.an

acted in a uncere desire to preserve tho Uuion and
to prevent the spread of secession; that, in his
own words, he " acted for some time as a break¬
water between the North and the So th "j that
an ex post facto judgment of the step.'. ,hcn takeu,
in ih..* light of all that was at that tims concealed,
is not just j that Mr. Buchanan strongly represented
the danger to the Union lu bis messago in Decem¬
ber, IMO), and urged with great feeling tbs need of
conciliatory mcasu!os. Witb the saino earnest de¬
sire to savo the Union, he declared against the
pretended right of seoeasiou so emphatically that he
was thenceforward socially deserted hy ail hil
old friends at lbs Heath, ami became a adita. v man
.sad. disheartened, but unflinching. To the

same end ho pointed ont to Congress that

existing laws gare Min no power to ano

troops for the suppression of rebellion,
and aaked for powers which were never

granted. Ho took care to fortify himself with a

detailed opinion by the Attorney-General as to the
extent of his power, but Congress would give bim

no further authority. In repotted messages he be¬

sought Congress either to conciliae or to prepare
for ihe suppression of rebellion, but Congress would
do neither. Si il tv- strove to hold back from seces¬

sion as many States as he coiiM, and did keep back
more than half tho Smith until Mr. Lincoln had
been inn ngura'cd. He was anxious and really to
succor Major Anderson in Fort Sumter, but nothing
was dons be.an.su Major Anderson did not report
bis need of aid nutil it was too late. He neverthe¬
less deserved high honor for having pliced the
Government on tho ouly saf.i and constitutional
giound for resistance to rebellion, a position which

Mr. Lincoln afterward held until tho outbreak of

actual war, and he thus saved the States from de¬
struction ot their autonomy ia the clash of anns.

When war came he was for the Union without com¬

promise or hesitation, and by voice anil nen,

and liberally from tho remains of his shat tired
fortune, he aided the Union cause though
banted iu his old age with unmerited obloquy.
One can hardly rend the private letters
written during the war, of which Mr. Curtis quotes
many, without some sympathy for the lonely old
man who was trusted neither by Unionist nor rebel,
but who daily prayed to God for the success of the

Halon, and gave not with niggard hand to succor

distress, while keepine back what he coucoived to

be acomplele vindication of lils course because its

pilbil, aluin might embarrass tho Govornmeut.
But Talleyrand was right. There are blunders

that are worse tban crimes. Mr. Buchanan meant
to save his country and his party. But, so far as ni

him lay, he wrecked both. Tho impartial pen of
history has already recorded the f.ief thal James
Huchanan cost his country counties* lives and un¬

told treasure, because he tried to save, not only his

country, but his country, his party, and tue system
of slavery.
The root of his difficulty wns that he had justified

rtt stance in case of the election ot a Republican
President as carly as 18.10. In his Inaugural ad-
dfOM ho had said tint agitation of the
question of slavery should be " suppressed
by every I'limn-loving man," and predicted
that the Dred Scott lionising would " speed¬
ily ard tin-all v settle" tho questiun as to

the right of slavery in the Territories. Thence-
f.ir.vunl he seemed to hold any dissent from the

dosjms of the Supreme Court as a species of treason
more odious than any other. In a speech just before
Mr. Lincoln's election he had saul: " The people
of the South can never abandon this gnat principle
wu hunt self-degradation," and that if slave prop¬
erty " be not so protected in the Territoneg, the
holders of it are degraded before the world." What
more could he have don* to produce nt the South
what Mr. Curtis himsolf calls "an oxasrgerated
feeling of the political importance of this supposed
right," and "an uncontrollable apprehension of
dangert" let be went still further. In his message
of .'December, 1HI0, he held this astonishing
language: " The Supreinn Court has solemnly
dei id, il " tint owners of slaves have a right to

lake them into the Territories, ami yot a territorial
legislature has undertaken " to annul the sacred
rights of property"; States have passed laws to

defeat the fugitive siave act, therefore "le! them

repeal their unconstitutional and obnoxious
COaetmeatS. Unless this be done, without un¬

necessary delay, lt is imposs.ble for any

bomen power 'to save the Union." As if
this weis not SOOMh. he declared iu this same

message thal, if these eoastitatis*>sl rights should
still be violated, "the injured States would be ins¬
tilled in revolutionary resistance to thc Government
of Ihe Union."
Mr. Hu, hanan was a trained diplomat, skilled in

the nae of warda lt is not possible to belmro that
he did not know the effect of such coals of tire 11*1011

the inflammable Southern temper. His extraordi¬
nary saying* nu be reconciled with a love for the
Union is one wav only. Ile fully believed that par¬
tial s.-ci -sion would bring th'* Nonh to iiirremler.
Nearly all Ihe p liiti.nnis of the South were with
him ia that belief. Hence he incessantly ami pas¬
sionately niMste.i upon moaonrooot "conciliation,'
ami in the same message of Deeember, 1 MID, he pro-
posod with nil gravity ¦ ionstitoilonal amendment.
.-tn,.racing il' a recognition of the right of property
ia slaves; (2) S fOOOgnl inn of Ihe duty to protQCl
slaveholders in the exercise of that righi in all the
Territories, so long as they remain Territories* and
ill' a declaration thal all laws impairing or de¬
feating ike fugi; ive eluve law are mill and void.
This eonetitntionnl amendment would save the
I'mon it would disgrace and destroy the l.epuhll-
c*_n party ; ami it would make slavery National. If
it be thought utteily incredible that any nun could
haveexpected tbe adoption ofMob sa amendment
by the Northern people, la their hour of triumph,
and limier t!ire_its of disunion, then for what con-

Ooivabln r is in did Mi. Huchanau again and again
;,, donately apses! ls Congram ts paso this so-

called " manama of eoneillatioa "I
To uiiiUi* the threats of disunion mora potent. Mr.

lim hanan set forth in the same moSSBSJS tlint the
President wes entirely pswerion to put down re-

bellion. Fortified with an opinion from Attorney*
General Blseh, shied a President who meant to re-

-i ! ii* ni .ti nil would novel have made public,
beheld that lhere were no Fcier.il 0-flofTS through
whom laws culd be Onioned in South Carolina;
th it the .army end nave could not be used in anl of
civil authority arbon " no judicial authoiity ex¬

ists to issue pro:. ss '; and that " the Constitution
has not delegated to Congram tbo power to
000-raa a Mud* into 'ii >mi-iuii." lt ia not true that
Mr. Bnebannn at tag tune appealed toCeoarem for
Isrgsr power) bo ootjraaidi " Congram alone has

power lo de.lido whether ihe law.-, cnn he amended
m> uh i.i .ru iv ,.ut iu,.r,- eaTaetaaily tho objects of
Ibo Constitution." In bia belief, ltWM not au ob¬
ject of tin- Constitution ** eoeics a Stats Into rab*
mi* ion, nor, lie added* "if wo poBSOBM I the power,
wonhl it be wise to exercise it. War would not

only destroy the Colen, bat bunsil all hope of its
¦.ea.e!ui re'.si ruction." Mr. Baebanaa did ap¬

peal to Congram f*>r one thing onlv -an afajeel
surrender by tho North. With his amendment In
000 band, aad a declaration tnat eecoooion wea ir¬
resistible in the other, Mr Bnebanan tried to eave
ibo Union, and Mr. Cnrtis seems nmaeed thal he

(piled, Thia impartial biographer osnmH nndsp-
staiui how " meerawa of coneilistion deemed ooma*
ti.il in as hmiest anil wise a Judgment as any itStflO
mau ever foi tn- il"' iVoL '_', p. '.VA7) ..iioiiul have
been rrjoetedi Elsewhere ho calls tlie proposed
amendment "entirely reasonable" Was it
then entirely reasonable that a people
who hail just elect***! a President abonld
be forced by threats of disunion to sur-

lODdor every Iden for which they had contended f
The plain people of 1 Wis 1 ilee_n.il it reasonable to
un*v,er: "We have sleeted aProsidsBt Babmit
now, its we have done before. This count ry has liven
ruled by threats loni: enough. We have no terns to
propose as the price .*f submission to tin* laws.'' Had
Mr- Boskenna poooosmd s atateetnso/a knowledge
01 the diameter of thu Amei ii au people, he would
have known that rio oilier answer was possible. Yet
ho persisted, ami, as Mr.Cunis shows with startling
cleainess, sacriliced every opportunity of suppress¬
ing rebellion iu its earlier stage.* lo the mad idea of
"
cou, illation *" hy a surrender of the victors to the

vanquisbed.
At v.ry step in the gloomy path from Xovouihrr,

lHt'.O, to March, lMll, it in the plea of Mr. Cnrtii
that auy use ol force would havo defeated pending
measures of conciliation. These, Mr. Huchanau
claimed injin message and afterward, ottered the
only hope of saving the Union. For this reason only,
his biographer declares. Mr. Buchanan did
not call troops cr veaaels from distant
point*, did not remove arms from defence¬
less arsenals, or garrison forts that could bo held,
or succor Fort Sumter while there was yet time, or

land forces at Fort i'ickens, or take any other steps
to check the progress of rebellion. This is evidently
true. Mr. Buchanan had bnt one Idea in his mind,
to save the Union with slavery nationalised by a
surrender of the North, lie tried no other way;
sought no other end. That ia tbe crime of which
impartial history finds him guilty, and the proof of

his guilt has neverbeen arrayed mora convincingly
than by his biographer.
Mr. Curtis waatca much space, however, in efforta

to prove that Mr. Buchanan could not havo done

anything if he had tried. His book would have
been itrongcr if he had rested the defence solely
upon the claim that measures of force would have
been politically inexpedient Mr. Buchanan had

hut tiro companies of soldiers, we are told. Why
had he not brought thousands more from Texas
where they were awaiting to be surrendered by
Twigpf Before the election the President had
foreshadowed rebellion in case of Mr. Lincoln'a
election; why did he do nothing to pre¬
pare for nf Even hil five companiea, if
sent to Ave of the great forts, with orders to fire

upon anybody beginning to throw up batteries
against them, would have dono some good. Had
orders been given while Mr. Buchanan was writing
his fatal message in November, the armed vessels,
of which there were twelve ateatners available
before March 4, could have been placed in im¬

portant harbors with orders to suppress rebellion
just as Farragut did when he anchored off New-Or¬
leans. Why was the navy yard at Norfolk left
undefended, and the arsenal at Harper's Ferry I

Had Mr. Buchanan used what force he had, or any

part of it, the crime of which he was guilty migbt
not have been laid at his door. Ilia crime was

that for four months he allowed rebels to prepare
for war against tho United States, to seize publio
property and buildings, forts and arms, and lifted
not a finger to prevent it.
Nor does Mr. Cartis help his client by the plea

that Congress was in so»iion, and was therefore
responsible to provide for the emergency, but, aa

Mr. Buchanan has said, " abdicated its functions."
The truth is that ho never complained of auy non-

action i>y Congress except that it would uot pass
his or some other measure of surrender. Ho hoped
for no other action: wanted no other. He knew,
though Mr. Curtis seems inclined to ignore tho fact
that there was a Democratic majority in the Senate
to block any preparations for tho suppression of re¬

bellion, until it was too late for effective measures.

Tnis Democratic majority continued until February
4, and even then, with Mr. Crittenden thinking
only of "compromise" and opposing all "coer¬
cion," the casting vote of Vice-President Breckin-
ridge gave the control to thone who insisted upon
the conrse urged by Mr. Buchanan. He and hie

aupporters held the couutry by tho throat; to the
end, they offered no other alternative except sur¬

render or disunion. Any effort to check rebellion or

suppress resistance to the authority of the United
States would have been "politically inexpedient"
because it would have lessened the fear of disunion
and the chance of "conciliation"! therefore Mr.
Buchanan made no such effort. All this is made so

clsar in the letters and documents which Mr. Curtie
presents tbat ev?n his ingenious and elaborate com¬

ments do not obscure the truth.
Mr. Curtis has not avoided some sad

blunders. Mere carelessness appears in
somo palpable errors of dates, as on page
2*4. Vol. 2. the convention that nominated Mr.
Lincoln ls said to have met In IHtiO. The names of
Senators composing the committee on Mr. Critteiv
den's compromise aro not correctly stated, and it is a

blunder to say tbat,"ull the live Kepubllean members
voted against it" A long defence of.Secretary Floyd
on pages 307 and 308, Vol. 2, is .not eo Interesting
or important that it should have been repeated ver¬

batim on pages 411 and 412 of tbe same volume.
Nor is the biographer always candid in his state¬
ments. For example, it is plainly insincere, in dis¬
cussing the possibility of putting down armed re¬

sistance (Vol. 2. p. f>0.1>. to ask "How conld a

regiment, or an army of regiments, have been
marched by the President into Georgia or Missis¬
sippi fo prevent the adirption of a secession ordinance f
It is not candid to represent that M j..r Anderson's
condition was unknown to the President until tho
very close of Ins terni, when Secretary Holt testifies
(Vol. 2, p. 400): " M-ijor Anderson has regularly
and frequently reported the progress of the bat¬
teries being constructed around him." Nor is it
quite fair substantially to suppress, in the account
of the Kansas troubles, tho resistance
ma-lo by Governors Walker ami Geary
to tho coarse- of the President, the testi¬

mony -.bowing fraud in tbe elections controlled by
Missouri raiders, or tim convincing arraignment of
the President in tho Yale College Memorial. In
view nf passagss in private letters on page ir*fi,
Vol. 2, and elsewhere, ono is moved to doubt
whether Mr Hm hanan refrained ao scrupulously
as Ins biographer represents from efforts to secure

his own nomination. But these are trifles com¬

ic.I with tbe nnteiotSat repieseiicatioii that Con¬
gress and Major Aiidcrnon were responsible for Mr.
Bm*hanan's failure to check the Rebellion in its

early st iges. The claim that forcible measures

would at any time have inflamed the South and
rendered "conciliation" impossible ha-J far more

force, and yet even (his is met by the curious ad¬
mission that Mr. D ivis and other Soutli-rn Senators
labored to prevent any bloodshed, " which would
cause tbo otber Cotton States to recoil from tho
support of South Carolina in li*:* .i-.v_rti..n of
the right of secession." (Vol. 2. p. 424.)
lt can hardly be doubted that a little
resolute resistance by the Government to tbe seiz¬

ure of properly aud public buildings would have
oaossdSOShaiOOSU. But Mr. Davis and Mr. Bu¬
chanan wero of one mind in desiring the Rebellion to

appe.ti as formidable aa possible until all hope of
Noil bern surremier li.el vanished. Nor cuii any

labored defence, bovvevar ingeniously constructed,
hide the vital fact that the Presnlenl of the Cnit.-d
--tats*, for tin* pnrpOOO of intimidating his political
oppoii-juts into a surrender of their convictions aud
tho fruits of their victory, allowed a rebelliou to

gain the numery throughout a large part of the
country. Upon bim must over rest the responsi-
Inli'y for mash Of tho suffering and sacrifice and
bloodshed which tho suppression of that rebellion
finally involved.
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piiKrCSKli.I. .\.Y.r Military A. adc-my..fol
a._clr-Milars i-ddre-s Cot l*. J WKiOHT. A. !>L. rnuolpsQ
I >ARIv INS ITTUTE,9

_
RYK, N. Y.

For boys, $i>t>u a year. III... itv TATLOCK. PrlneipaL
DYE, N. Y.-Brsdford Maosloo School. $500
lt ayrar. i hanuiug lo. anon. c. J. COLLIN m. I'rtaclpaL

UIVERYUCW ACADKMY.
POrolIKEKPME. N. Y.

"Hi forany c.ilisg-j. or<-iovor)irn)*nt Aca-Inmy.
C. R (Iftlcei .letiUml by -ecru! ir* or War, ('(unrmiadWa.

<pr!ngiield ca.iei rules C t. nle-1 canno-i. Nun^wulrautg
01 colle*.aailuiltuuce roentve full i>r.*;.-irai..i.i lor busmosfl
iud social isiatlons Addi ens

_THE PRKWIDF.N'T.

RUTGERS COLLEGE.
(I liaileirrtaa "Uueeu's rullage" In 17T0.)

*iew.|irnnswtrk. N. J. I hour from New'Ynrk. on fenn. RH.
Year oegiue leisminaitou .or atlnilsil*iii r-ept. 'Jd. InoS.

-LOAN PRIZi..** VOH UKVI (CLABMIC-LI KNlRA.SCl
IXAMINATIO.XH:

lit. $1(10 i$loo cash): 2d. $3.-0 .050 cwh).
Addltiosal endovrmenta New llbrurv fun!. Seventeen

iTofeseois; uj tulors. Classical lour.-* full and tiiorou-rh.
iicie.v-d I-kLIUm rm tha ttlu-ly of liei). ll and Hillman,
iith a en to -uirtcilcal usn. l.alioiatnry work for all studai-.to
i) diem...try. M i-.i e.,ul|ip.vt anno_i.._ui.;_,. obn.rvatory fog
itudcnts' una. Full eeoioglc il ea'ut-et.
Amidu pioviaitm foi elective.-., Junior and senior yeirs.

_
i no s. emin. ,it panm nt ls u.e Maw-Jars* t -.imi.. oiisaa.
oustaut tieid practue in suryeyiiin. Pm*, .,,u«,- in dtaoi *
ng. Orsdtiatss have nullo rmlv securo.1 pro!.UbU* positions
b profess! mal sclomillc woilc.
CUE AIM OF t*M COLLEttE-TIIOROUiiIIA'F_SS lit

ALL WOlvK.

Rest fselllties and persoual attention for evey stndsnt.
-ot": g mau win. |.n.vs. himself capable aud persaveilnc
vi. bi. allowed to gue up hla college course for waui ol
iouio _«*l*'..n. e

Por Iu.i mun nutton addres« s_K-r»tarv llutgein College.
MERRILL EDWARD.-) OATli-i. Pk, UL LL. D..

_
Preal.lent

SWITHIN C. SHORTLIDOE'S
v_7 ACADi-MY Poll YQVXQ MEN AND BOY-*!

MEDIA, f'KNN..
12 Miles from Pliiiatlalphts.

Flied price covers every expeuse, even books. *e. Pnrtl.
untraioil clicuiai* addieaa lha I'iiucii.hI and InwrnKtor,
IWITHIN C. ML HU LIDUE, A. M. iHarraid Luivo.sltjr
Iratiusta). Madia, Paait_t
-JIGLAR'S I'REPARATORY SCliOOL. ESva
-J burg, N. Y. A at-lacf boantint-sohool for it bot*.
irailiia.es t.ike thc lughoM, lauk ai Yale, .se* «...!..km.i.«..u
m.) (vniiiaiiiiin ii.i!iii..siicsc.iinoiilaory and p.ut otiUoOaHY
inilUie. Address ll I*.N RY W. HIQI.iR. M. A (YaiSK ____,

SUMMIT .MILITARY ACADEME s.inin.ir*
.J New-Jerssv. ALFRED NEWELL PULLKIl, A, ft
l!-",T''*f\xi. «'rl-win,L BsauiMi, MtEif mtaM**£Ihoiough worg. Torm-i. $J0 pac monti, bi sprtag awl

IOC-* 1
lOtJ I . grilWARTK'S ACADEMY.

A HOUI-. hi'HOOI. Foll BuYH. ,___
The twenty sevsulU year coiumenoes HepUunber S. 1*J-W

.-foi circulars address C. a. HcilWARl'/. Principal. 4
_ _^_^_BethiehrM Peaa._|

Vor ai kai luau--icua* ad*, ei'itscuss-iu asa IOU Vote.


